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BAPT! ST CHURCH ES, 


NzZTI 10 at Aulerfter. Rr: nam, — 


Bridgnorth, Leanunfier, Perflo: e. 1rwkefbury, Uptaz, 
and Hereefler, {having reccived Lenters alſo from 


the Churches at RAe. Bu tn. Bromſgrove, 


Hoa rt an, Middieton-chentv, and fox, ) met in 


ASSOCIATION at LsowinsreR, Ja 28th. and 
29th, 1372, holding the Dodtrines of Three equal 


Perfons tn the „ eee, Naben: 4 


Originat xn; - particu ar Redemption; jree Tul facat 


by the Righteauſueſ of Ari; effccacians Grare in Re | 


ſenerati on; and the final Perjevcrance of the Saints ; 


To the Charches — repreſent, ſend ide 


Salutatian. 
Dearly beloved n Chrift. 


\HIS & the higheſt, the molt note 21 lieg KA 
ue can claim. In m union with and in Car, free grace 


thines moſt Muttrioully, in all me divinc pertectians ; and 
probably the glory uf this Commmim will ever advance higher and 


bipker, brighter and brighter. In this bleſſed comection we e 


cem you, and once more tus addcefls you. But what hall ce r 
uo you? For years paſt we have gaintly and afſectiom - tely ad- 


contiuuc to da thete things among you, feparaicly ang Ratedly, an 
own habrations. You arc witneifes yourEchv.s to this, and fo & ke 
tat our labour has been altogether in vam befigwned upon you? 


do: <= We truſt, we bee, — -* 


bat fe archeth your hearts ant qurs > tho we acknowledge and l- 
ment our manitoli imperſec tions and deficiences. -Shall we fear 


bd 


liſcd, exhorted, admantthed, warne, and encouraged you. We | 
lie courſe of our mmiſiry, both, the houſe of God and in your 


* * 
* . - 


has not been in vain in the Lord. Vet we are perſuaded, the mot 
tender hearted and thriving among you are ready to complain aud 
ſay, Ala, we: bluſh to think how barren ue have been in the 
courts of the Lords Houſe under all cultivaton. Hit love an 
mercy are boundleſs : elſe we lad been cut down- as mn 
cumberers of the ground. He is pruning us with afflitive Exerciſes, 
yet does he water our root with bleſſed and ſeaſonable ſupplies of 
grace : the miniſtry of the word and ordinances doth often refreſh 
our Souls, an4 we live in hope an i proſpect of eternal Glory. 

Dearly beloved Brethren : What greater happineſs can we de. 
fire in this warld than to be Inftruments in the hand of God- to pro- 
mate your everlatting welfare! O pray for us! that we may live 
upon the treaſures of grace and glory laid up in Jas Us CK R15sT, our 
adorable Head. While we are admitted and kept near unto him, 
beholding, by faith, the matchleſs glory of his Perſon, and his 
boundleſs love, We cannot forget you, but frneftly pray that you 
may have fellowſhip with us, when our fellowſhip is indeed with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesvs CHRIST. Our petitions are, that your 

earts may be in heaven, that your doubts and groundleſs fears be 
Ccirricd away into oblivion, your temptations vaniſh by the bright- 
neſs of Cbriſt giving you light, yeur teazing corruptions mo rtitied 
by the vl-ſled influence of his holy Spirit often preſenting to your 
view the glory of the upper world, and your title to it by free 
Grace only; that out of frequent weakneſs you may be made ſtrong 
in faith, giving glory to God. Theſe privileges will make you as 
burning ſhining lights in the werld, will open your eyes to ſee and 
your hearts to underſtand the things that are freely given you of God, 
end 70 animate you to run ſwittly in the ſtrait path and narrow way, 
ere the whole world to perfecute you, reproach you, attempt to 
allure and enſnare you, and all the powers of darkneſs beſet you; 
| Fer could all theſe but little affect you, while the Sun of righteouſneſ 
miles upon you with engaging light and fructifying warmth. 

As when we are near unto God ourſelves, it is our delight to 
pray for you; ſo when we are moſt ſpiritually minded, then are 
we beft in our element while we preach among you the unſearchabl! 
riches cf Chrifft, When we are comforted, we delight to comfort 
you. In ſhort, what we live upon ourſelves we are ready to impat 
unto you. We would not eat our morſel alone; but ever commu 
nicate what we receive. It would yield us inexpreſſible ſatisfaction 
to convey often unto you rich cluffers of the heavenly grapes tot 
freſh you in the wilderneſs; and be as the faithful ſpies, ever bring 
ing a good report of the land, and ſhewing the fruit of it, affuring 
'you, that it is exceeding good, conftantly animating you to go 
at once to poſſeſs it. | 1 b 
+ . You ſec it is for your profit, as well as our own, that we earnet 
1y intreat your fervent prayers : and we are fully perſuaded ti 
really religious part of our reſpective congregations help us mud 
this way, As we, with all readineſs of ming, aſſiſt you by pro 
FP . 0 


fiudy, and alt our miniftrations ; fo you; in kind return, greatly en: 
courage us in our arduous work, by your ſteady attendance and 
cloſe attention. We know that trifles will not cauſe you to omit 
or neglect the ſeaſons to meet us in the houſe of Gop. By your 


very countenance we eafily perceive you come willingly and not 


with reluctance. Your waketul and fixed eyes teftity how ready 
you be to hear and obſerve. Your humble, circumſpect and boy 
don duct gives proof that our preaching and your hearing is not Io. 

labour. Bleſſed be Gow tor ſuch heare!s. We do not wonder 
that the great Apoſtle doth ſo often mention his delight, conſtancy 
and fervency in prayer ſor ſuch ; his readineſs to impart unto them, 
not only the Goſpel of God, but as it were bis very ſoul, while be 
miniſtred unto them; nay, ſo devoted was he to their ſervice that 
| he was content to be debarred for a time, of the bleſſed fruition 
and embraces of a dear Redeemer in glory, to be abſent for a ſeaſon, 
from him whom he ſo arderily loved: and not only fo, but be ever 


expoſed to reproach and dargers, and all this in order to bel oh 


the Eleet of Gop through the wilderneſs. We likewiſe would. do 
any thing in our power tor thoſe who bear the image of Cur 1ST, 
Theſe are the objects ot divine love, the redeemed of the Lor 
the ſubjects of his grace, and heirs of glory: the ['ght Fg t 
world, the ſalt of the earth, and the bleſſed of the Lord. Bre- 
thren ! how happy your flate! Prize your priviliges ; triumph 


in your lot; walk as children of the light. May the holy Spi- | 


rit be your tea: her ard comforter ; and the fulneſs of Cur18T 
and his love your chiet portion, your meat, drink and cloth- 
ing; then will you have ever at hand an antidote againſt all 
the poiſon of tte j reſent ſtate. | oO 


Shall we proceed ? May we fill ow epiſile with this delight- 


ful ſubject, entertaming ourſ.lves with the very thoughts of 
2 happineſs, as the children of Gop, ripening for glory? 
uſt we wholly cmit perſons of another character, and of a 
Qttierer.t cafi, who live among you, affociate with you, 
your Monti ipp ipg aflemtlies, in your families, at your tables, 
ard in your Leds ? We would greatly rejoice coulo we but 


4 


cc! tair.ly kr.ow that their number is very tmzll in: the Churches. 


11e Ajoſtle, with tears of grief, com] lained, that many in 


thoſe days, under a protefhon of Chriftianity, were the enemies 
of the croſs of Chrift, whoſe end would be deftruftion, as they 
sed in their ſhame and minded earthly things The Letters 


11% the Churches and our own obſervation conſtrain us to fear, 
there are ſome of that comp lex ion mor g our people. We are 
 terdeily, tho' painfully, corcerned for ſuch ; and as a word 

this way may be ſervicealle unto them, we beg leave to addreſs 


them before we conclude ? But we are at a loſs how to point 
them out. We have in view the Hypocrite, wherever be is. Thefe 

are the moſt miſerable perſons upon earth. They are certainly | 
flickering themſcves under a profeſſion. They are ſo —_ | 


| 
| 


| 
f 


by the % pen, they hardly underſtand er belleve any rell. 
10 8 truth atight. They efteem iron as flirgw, and braſs 47 
voten cer : * rg 25 1 n ſe darts are counts 
ed as Able; they laugh at the /hakin the | word of the almiph. 
. od. Yet * as ly 8 to yeh. them, We 
att not o nit it. W. cannot, and be clear of their blood. 
they are a teople eaſily taken with the protits, pleaſures, dis 
verlions, manners and conpany of this world: but often ab» 
ant from the houſe af GoD, and diverted by trifles from his wor- 
ſhip and ſervice, ſome of them eſteem theſe trifles as more impor. 


Tant than communion with G p and fellowſhip with his people, 


"When they engage in divine worſhip, they have no great reliſh or 
gut for that entertamment. There are hypoorites of very different 
at : Some are detfi-i:nt in the torm and externals of Reli - 
re yet very confident; others are punctual in performances, and 
ere reſt. It we hive none of tneſe in our congregations we are ex - 
un happy; but certain we are, that there be too many who 
Ao not a ſoru their profeſſion as we could wiſh, they are much like 
the Laodicean Chriſtians. Thoſe thought themſelves worthy of a 
better character by far than what the ſeacher of their hearts was 
Pleaſed to give them. Vet even to theſe our blefſed Lo x p gave 
attectionate advice and counſel. --- Imititing ſo great a precedent, 


permit us to addreſs the moſt fuſpicious part of our congregations, 


O Friends | What do you think of your own caſe? You have 
maiie a ſolemn profeſſion of love to Gop, faith in Jxs us 
-CkRIST, &c. Dil you then ſpe k what you really thought and 
deſigned ? or did you folemnly mock the moſt high to his face 
before ſo many witneſſes? Some of you have ſince forgot or deſpi- 
fed your ſolemn admiſſion into the Church of Cur1sT; you have 
reproached the Goſpel worſe by far than the prophane world, 
Think ſeriouſly of your preſent ſtate Are you carnally min dd 


or ſpiritually min1:41? earthly minded or hravenly mind:d Do 


you know what vital religion m-ans ? Do you not meditate more 
upon perijhing than durable ſubjects? Are you not more in 
your element when engaged about the affairs of time than abou 
thoſe of eternity? Dots your confcience tell you that you lore 


Soy more than you o many ot thoſe fosli/h and hurtful luſts that 
drown men in deſtruction an1 perdition? Do you ſtudy the bleſſed 


life of faith in a dear RR D CEMT R, or do you deſpiſe it? Is 


heart and life fin your grief? Do you bewail it before Goo 


Forme ly hypocrites disfigured their faces with pretenſio as to grief 
and ſorro y before men; but there were hypocrites of another com- 
Plexion in the days of the A poſtle Fade; and fo there be ſtill. Out 


f of the abun lance of the heart your mouths ſpeak. The world evidently 


ath your tongues and your time, and hath it not Jour hearts, thoughts 
and affefions? The conduct is a kind of an infallible interpreter of 


the heart. Shall we be deemed cenſorious becauſe we preſume to 
touch your thoughts and affections? But is it any preſumption to 


Judge 


gutigeete tree by fro. fret Did our. infallible Prophet give us a falſt 
rule? When bramble berries appear very evident, would it not be | 
-monſtruqus in us to ſay of the tree that bears them, ©* This is a rich | 
wine or fg-rree? We are exceceling ſorry to fee any tares among 
. our eat. O what ſhall we ſay unto you! It is hard to labour, co 
pray» ftudy, and preach, when we fear the whole will be the ſaver 
of death Yet God forbid we fhould ceaſe to D for vor, ſtudy and 
preach unto yu, white there is any hope. Tho we thus ſpeik, yet | 
our preſent and eternal happineſs we earneftly W ih. We long to 
the baclſlider return, thofe who have Ii their ſirſt leve made 
1 for GoD, and ſuch as are entangled by any fin ſet at Ii- 
v. W | 


. 


e do not defire to find one Waun among you, there- 
- fore we thus warn yu. We would e ectually alarm you. May 
the ſpirit ot GoD accompany our aim with ſpecial energy. and 
take theſe hints home to the hearts of thoſe perſons they are delign- 
ed for. Then they will ſ-:n imitate that great penitent, who ſaid 
« J have finned againf? the Lord. Their confeſſion will be fo 
open and their reformation fo evident, that we ſh:1! be ſpared the 
painful addreis, Thon art the man. But if their hearts are ſtill hard- 
ned, they will grow worſe and worſe the more we enlarge. The 
ſpeak peace to themſelves and they love to have others do ſo, * 1 
ſudden but eterual dęſt ruct iou come. The viſible church ever cons 
liſted of two parties, and very probably i gaſe with our 
churches. If you be now thus mixt, you will _ teperated, and 
a great gulph ſo fixt that y u can be mingled » - more. Give us 
| leive then, while you fit together as one body under our Miniſtry, 
to lay before you, in love and with concern, the following exhors 
tati ns. | : LW 
C ntider chat che word of Go p is true, --- that there is a plorious 
fulneſs in Cux is r, there is no ſalvation but thro him. There is 
in this life a powerful efficacious influence of the ſpirit, to convince 
of fin, to reveal the glory of CHRIS, to draw effectudlly and ſa- 
vingly the heart frm the world, and ſet it upon heaven and eter- 
ral glory. There is nearneſs to Go p here, and communion with 
him. There is more pleaſure and protit in his ſervice than in any 
other exerciſe or enjoyment. There are many on earth who have 


their treaſure and heart in heaven. They adorn the goſpel. They I 


credit religion. They are preparing for heaven. They are travel- 
lers and pilgrims. - They live upon free grace, and the command» 
ments of Gon are wut grievous umo them; but hdineſs is their de- 
lioht, Are nc you living witnelles to the truth of theſe things 
We are afraid ſome of you call them in queſtim; Does the 
conſcience of any among you declare, that whether they be true or 
no. you are utter rangers to them? As many of you as are ac- 
quainted with theſe bletted truths, be thankful and humble. Admire 
the grace of Godt to you. Put on the armor of light. Lean ever up- 
on CYRIST, ſo ſhall you come up out of, the Wilderneſs, hold on, 
and endure to the end. Remember that you cannot glorify your 

e heavenly | 


'O | 
dezver ly Father but fy bearing much fruit : nor can you airy oiber 
way grow in grace, comfort, and joy. It your faith in CAR IST 
Increaſe, your affections v Il, in x rot ortion, le ſet cu tis gi vbeve. 
Your meekreſs, hrmtleneſs of mine, bclinets, obedience; pa- 
ence, i rudern ce, ſelf denial, and v aich fulne ſs will advance, as your 
tanh, love, bope, and joy ab ound. Eut if any of you ſcruple the 
truth of what ve tay of chrift iar ex er ier ce; 12ke Care YOu do not 
Ueceive y ourielves. Deny not what tte Scrij ture ſo firongly evin- 
ces; What ſo many Have teftihed, in perſecutions, in dangers, in 
p rifons, in the very fire, and even in death; and what the beſt 
men new upon Earth Kr tote ute. Fermitus toceclare ſolemnby 
unto y ou thæt your jreſcnt ſentiments will oi c or tinue lor g. The 
mul be changed, either ly amazing grace, or 15 endleſs wee. We 
in. reat yuu tc teware left you l e ccc, row y tin, left the world 
cheat you, ano the Devil fatally Id ycu. May the ſp ir of Gop 
convince you, and may the greet py tician cure eflectually your 
'alarmn'g cifeales - We bd rether do any thirg tor youu now than 
de ſwiſt witneſſes againtt you hereafter, N 
Pinally, vc befecch every commm. icant, every one that bears the 
name of a member of the Church of CA K1ST under our minifterial 
care, to ſtuuy much the peculiuc and d iii in guiſiing doctrines of the 
goſpel. Bc carneti in He private part of religion. Retire often 
into yourlelv'* be time to cxzmi e yourtclves in the preſence 
ot im that 1c... , our Hearts, at whoſe judgement ſeat-you muſt 
ſtand or fall for er, and with whom there is 10 feſpect of per- 
{ons. Kead your Bible ard pray. Do not frame excuſes to 
Four inexpreſhile hurt. Trey never will fland the teſt, There is 
vo thriving in religion without hard and heart confiicts, The wot 
Seavenly ard f{piritually minded have the greateſt trials, the ſharp- 
ef ſunuggles: tun withal the greateſt ſup ports and comforts, ſo they 
T:ke the ich progreſs. Fregtets ard Aj cfiles ſpeak cut t. is 
ve jl-mly.--- We treat Parents and matters of families ſolemn- 
ly to cor fider v hot the duties i: cumbert upon you, regarding Clit 
dren #1.d Servan's, They are committed to your care. You are 
indufitious to provide for them ihe bread that ferifheth O il ink 
Or their immortal Souls! read the word of Gd to mem, | ard put 
them to re- d it themſelves, Pray with them and fer them, Take 
them to the public worſhip. Talk to them about-the ſtate of ii cir 
ſouls. Help them what you can. If the love of Gow dwell in 
your hearts, you will, Abralam like, tech and inſtruct your ch il- 
Oren and Servants, ſpeaking of ſome thing uſeful and protital le in 
the houſe and in the field, -ccording to the ftriet command in 
Deut. vi. 6. Sc. and xi. 18. We likewiſe beſeech y our.g ones, ob- 
ſerve your Duties and privilcves. Be more forward to hear ard 
obey than to ſpeak and cont adict. O ſtudy to adorn the goſpel! 
Let it evidently. appear that it j leaſed Gop to call you tetimes ty 
his grace, and that ycu are affectionate lovers and followers of 4 
dear REDEENbGR, Huw amiable it is 40 fee every one 3 
* 21 5 | — m 
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| Hiy ready.e5 dbſerve his place, 4 to 1 his part chearfully Th. 
che worſhip of Gop | Now may the God of all grace, who Far cal · 


Ed you to his eternal glory by Jeſus Chrift, make you perfect, flabliſh, 
frrengthen and ſettle you to him be glory and dominion for ever and 


_ Amen. 
25 in the name of the Aſſembly by the Moderator. 
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H E new Meeting houſe being to be cal 
here the day preceding the Aſſociation, and ha- 
ving previous notice thereof, moſt of us met ſafely 
and comfortably on Monday evening. 

Tueſday morning. at the opening of th newplace 
of worſhip. the public ſervice was begun by our bro- 
ther Amn; and then a Sermon preached on the occafi- 
on by our brother C. Evans from Hag. ii. J. I will 
fill this houſe with glorv, ſaith the Lord of hofts. There 
was a publick meeting alſo in the afternoon, Mtro- 
duced by our brother Turner, and a Sermon preach- 
ed by our brother Francis, from 1 Kings viii. 27. 
But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? | 

In the evening of the ſame day, the Meſſeng ers 
of the Churches met, and after ſome time ſpent i n 

rayer, our brother Aſh was choſen Moderato". 
The Letters were read, wherein we found that the | 
Churches are in peace, and have the means of grace 
plenty among them, and ſome ſigns of the Avi vine 
bleſſing. Herein we would acknowledge the good- 
neſs of Gon. That meeting was cloſed by pray er. 
Me met Wedneſday morning at ſix When time 
was improved in prayer, the circular Letter drawn 
up by brother Thomas, was approv'd and fign'd. Other 
particulars prepoſed wire. erioufly conſidered, and, 
all the private Buſineſs of the Aſſociation concluded 
by prayer, At 10 the public meeting was opened 
by our brother Wills, a Sermon was preached by 
our brother Skinner from Acts xx. 21. Teſtifying both, 


to the Jews and __ to the e Greeks repentance towards, 
| . a 44. ww & Ts < bb od. ».& | Gods 


_—_ 
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Goch, and faith towdrds tim Lord Je Crit: md 
the morning exereiſe ended by our brother Francis. 
The afternoon fervice was begun by our brother 
Hiller, a Sermon preached by our brother Turner, 
from Acts xv 11. But we belzeve, that thro" the grace 
67 our | cd Feſus Chrifs, we Mall be ſaved even as they; 
and the folemaity concluded by our brother C. 
Fvars. There was a Sermon in the evening by our 
E brother Hiller, from Rom. viii. 14. For as manv as 
ere kd by the ſpirit of Grd, they are the ſons of God. 
The Church at Saf/on fent us à friendly and re- 
ſpectſul Letter, bidding us farewel. another Aſſo- 
Ciation being lately ſet up in the neighbourdood, 
to which it is more convenient for them to join. 
They conclude their Letter thus.“ We thank you 
s tor all the benefit we have received, by your 
prayers and letters, of which the firſt that we know 
of vas dated, Mori ger, June, bt and 4h. 1707, 
„% now og years ago. We pray the Lord to be with 
F<. you and bleſs you, and make you eminent bleſ- 
* 'fings. May the Intereſt of CuRISTH flouriſh under 
vyour hands, ;Defiring à continued intereſt in your 
7 prayers and affections, we ſubſcribe oufelves, 
3 _ your loving brethren in CHRIST. 
| - The next Aſlpgiation to be at Per/liore. To meet on a 
evening in the Whitſun-week. Our brethren Peddome an 
Hillur to preach. In caſe of failure of either, our brother Mille 
__ Put up at the dag 
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